
Name: RoadWalks 4 and 4a Dulas Valley 
Route: Dolwen Rd., Isallt Rd., Cwymp Rd., Llindir Rd., 
Pentregwyddel Rd. 
Start and finish: St. Cynfran’s Church 
OS Grid Ref: SH 893 775  
Parking: room for a few cars; do not obstruct the 
bus route, 
By bus: Arriva 14 or 15 
Distance: 5.9km (3.7 miles) 
Total ascent 147m (483 ft.) 
Time: 1 hour 43 minutes 
Grade: Moderate; some long hills, locally steep. 
Summary: A walk through the centre of the village, 
returning via the Dulas Valley. 
Risks: Few of the roads have pavements; traffic is 
generally light, particularly away from the village. 
 
Description 
Route 4 reverses RoadWalk 1 to the old 
terminus which Route 4a reaches via Bron y 
Llan and Tan y Graig Roads. The combined 
Route 4 then follows the Llysfaen Parish Walk as 
far as Tan yr Allt Road, then is on new ground 
back to the church. For full descriptions 
including photographs of places of interest refer 
to these walks. 
 
Route 4 
From the church gate, head across the road, 
past the tree on the central island, towards the 
old post office with the Village Hall on the left. 
Continue along Dolwen Road, passing The 
Coach House on the left, then the access drive 
to Drws y Mynydd (the old rectory) and the 
path round the back of the school. Continue 
downhill passing Ysgol Cynfran opposite the 
fine old house of Ty’n-y-Coed to reach the left 
turn into Gadlas Road with RL Davies offices 
and yard over on the right. 
 
Go past the access to the bowling green and 
sports pitches and the house Pwll Cadarn, all on 
the right, and follow the pavement-less road 
until the first houses on the right. The Banana 
Pitch on the right is followed by Dolwen Close 
and then a series of houses (including the 
converted Bethel Chapel just opposite the 
junction with Trawscoed Road). 
Continue on Dolwen Road, shortly with houses 
of contrasting styles on both sides of the road, 

past the converted Tabor Chapel on the left, to 
reach the old terminus. 
Route 4a 
From the church, head uphill past the tree on 
the traffic island and with the old post office on 
your left and the house of Henllys on your right, 
climb the narrow road of Bron y Llan. On the 
right is the car park for Mynydd Marian Nature 
Reserve. 
The drystone wall close on your left is an 
excellent place to spot fossils in the limestone; 
here’s an example of a coral colony, some 325 
million years old. Such corals flourished in the 
clear, shallow, tropical warm seas that were 
present here at that time. Elsewhere along the 
wall you can find sea snails (gastropods) and 
sea lilies (crinoids). 

Since the photo was taken in July 2020, the 
block of coral has been knocked over into the 
field below; as at March 2021 it was still 
missing. 
Continue uphill to reach the track up to 
Telegraph House on top of the Marian on your 
right and the terrace of Bryn Onnen on the left; 
here views open up to the south. 
The houses on the left, amongst them London 
House, Pen Bedw Terrace, Pen Bedw and 
Manchester House may be known to you from 
the recent scarecrow displays. On the right are 
the grassy slopes of the Marian. 
The only house on the right is Penrallt (that 
famous scarecrow residence) near the bottom 
of the hill. As you pass this the quarried slopes 
of the south face of the Marian open up, whilst 



below on the left are wooded slopes above an 
open field. 
Fork left, steeply downhill, at the grass triangle 
onto Tan y Graig Road with the houses of Bron 
Hwylfa and Llys Owen opposite. 
Descend the hill with fields to left and right; the 
lowest part of the road is often a cold-trap in 
the winter (which you only notice when 
walking). It also corresponds roughly to the 
east-west faults which align along this lower 
ground.  
Ahead on the left is the striking 1906 Mynydd 
Seion chapel, now developed into housing. 
 

 
Just past the chapel, beyond the beech hedge, is 
the now-modernised old farm of Bron Felen; at 
the end of the hedge on top of the wall by the 
farm gate is the old platform where milk churns 
were placed for collection. The name Bron Felen 
(yellow hill) refers to the gorse which used to 
cover the little bryn here and that was used to 
fire the oven in the stand-alone bakehouse to 
the right of the access driveway. 
 
 
The tree at the gate is a wych elm, now showing 
its venerable age (approx 150 years), Wych 
elms are hardier than English elms, but were 

still ravaged by Dutch Elm disease which largely 
destroyed the English elms in the 1960s to 
1980s – and is still prevalent today in 
succeeding generations. 
 
 
On the other side of the road is the cottage of 
Plas Minffordd, built on the site of a smithy; 
look closely at the garden wall and you can see 
the old access point. Beyond the track on the 
right (Ffordd Plas Minffordd) just past the 
cottage the "wishing well" feature is a relic 
from the time of the Hwylfa Ddafydd 
restaurant, holiday cottages and riding centre, 
based on the old farm of Hwylfa Ddafydd. 
 
The pavement narrows and disappears as you 
pass along blackthorn scrub and a tall hedge on 
the left to reach the next building on the left, 
the former offices of DJ Construction/Jennings 
Plant Services which  was originally the cottage 
and old inn of Bod Hyfryd (which ceased trading 
in the 1930s). The yard is earmarked for 
housing development. 
 
Tan-y-Graig Road officially forks off to the left 
just past the yard. The house at the fork is the 
former Junction Stores. Bear right, downhill to 
reach the terminus. 
 
Route 4 continues 
With your back to the bus shelter head half left 
across the turning circle to go down Isallt Road. The 

hill on the skyline is Moelfre Uchaf (396m; 1299ft.). 
 
Go downhill passing Bryn Gollen on the left behind 
a tall conifer hedge, them round the left hand bend 



with Islwyn and the farm and outbuildings of 
Tyddyn Elidir below the road on the right. As you go 
down the road there are impressive cliffs of 
Carboniferous Limestone above on your left. 
 
The road marks the approximate southern limit of 
the limestone; to the right, below the road the 
muddier fields lie on the Lower Carboniferous 
Ffernant Formation (formerly referred to as the 
Basement Beds) of red sandstones and mudstones. 
These are softer than the limestone and rarely seen 
in outcrop. 

 
 
Continue past Isallt Farm down below on the right. 
Isallt is a very old farm dating back to the 1600s or 
even earlier. According to Joan Davies (Vol. 5), Isallt 
Farm was recorded as of importance in the 1600s; it 
was on one of the old routes from Chester to 
Holyhead and was where the horses were changed 
and refreshment taken. Little can be seen of the 
house from the road except, possibly, the tall 
chimney stacks. 
 
The crags up on the left are in places smothered by 
masses of Cotoneaster. 

 

Pass the road on the right to Betws yn Rhos and the 
stony track on the left (a continuation of Trawscoed 
Road – still featured on some Satnavs!). 
On the right past Llecha, where a public footpath 
sign points down to Nant y Clyd, there are stone 
walls under a group of large trees. These are named 
on the 1839 tithe maps of Wales as Tan y Graig 
owned by John Foulkes Lloyd Esquire. 
 
As the road descends more steeply, there is a 
detached, largely ivy-covered, rock pinnacle above 
the road on the left. According to Joan Davies’ 
books this is known as Craig y Botel and may have 
been a site of justice or execution. 

 
Continue down Isallt Road, passing another road off 
to the right (to Nant y Clyd and Betws yn Rhos), with 
the road now swinging left, beneath the increasingly 
prominent cliffs of Craig y Forwen, intermittently a 
climbers' playground, into the Dulas Valley The crag 
was developed in the 1960 s and has over 100 
routes up to 40m, but it is an SSSI and there are 
currently access issues. 
 
From here on the road you can look across the valley 
to the screes below the precipitous cliffs above Rhyd 
y Foel. You may be able to make out the ramparts of 
the Iron Age hillfort of Pen y Corddyn Mawr on top 
of the cliffs. 
 



 
The house below the road on the right is the 17th 
Century Plas Newydd; just beyond the entrance, in 
the bank on the left of the road there is a dressed 
stone well (shown on detailed OS maps), possibly 
the old water supply. The BGS Geology Viewer 
shows that this is at the base of the Carboniferous 
Limestone (overlying the less permeable Ffernant 
Formation mudstones and sandstones), hence the 
spring or well. 

 
Continue along the road below the crags and woods 

of Llanddulas Limestone and Gwrych Castle Wood 
SSSI designated for its limestone grassland, heath 
and woodland communities. 
You are now in the Dulas Valley, a fault-controlled 
gap in the limestone escarpment. 
 
As the valley opens out you can look down to the 
meanders of the Afon Dulas and across to the old 
Cwymp Mill, now converted to a house. 
 
Passing the road on the right (Cwymp) you now 
climb past Bryn Dulas Farm (look out for alpacas in 
the fields below right). 
Ignore the next road off to the right (Ffordd Bryn 
Dulas/Bryn Dulas Road) down to Llanddulas and 
climb increasingly steeply along the foot of the 
woods. The road now becomes Llindir Road and is 
crossed by the North Wales Path. 
The road levels out, with views out to sea over the 
new houses below and the chalets of Llanddulas 
Hall and Country Club above.  
 
At the junction with Pencoed Road, bear left uphill 
passing Llanddulas Hall (formerly Arnold House) on 
the left.  
From where Tan yr Allt Road forks off right, 
continue steeply up Pentregwyddel Road, with 
the chalets high above and a steep, wooded 
bank below with two newly-built modernistic 
houses. 
 
Continue steeply up with a series of access 
drives to houses on the left, and a flight of steps 
heading down to Tan yr Allt Road past Bod 
Ychain Terrace on the right. 
As the road curves left you can look down over 
the wall on the right into the huge old 
Llanddulas Quarry below which stretches down 
to the A547 Abergele Road. 



 
 
The parish boundary crosses the road here and 
is soon marked by the Llysfaen village sign. 
 
With the landfill site and then a grazing field on 
the left, you come to Gwynfryn Terrace on the 
left and Pentregwyddel Terrace on the right. 
 
At the end of Pentregwyddel Terrace the house 
Ty Capel is on the site of the old Moriah 
Wesleyan Methodist Chapel at the corner of the 
open grassy area and playground. On the left is 
the start of the newer houses with Trem y Don 
heading steeply uphill, whilst Clobryn Road 
heads down right to join Abergele Road. 
 
Continue up Pentregwyddel Road as it climbs 
again, passing Ogwen Terrace, Ty’n-y-maes and 
Maes-y-fron on the left and open fields on the 
right. At the end of the terraces, just before the 
house Ty Coch on the left is a stepped path 
leading up to Parc Ffynnon. 
 
Ty Coch is shown on the 1880 map, but at this 
stage there were open fields below; Raynes 
Quarry did not then exist, although the 
beginnings are shown on the 1900 map. 
The road continues to climb, passing Cynfran 
Road on the left, with scattered houses and 
fields on the right. 
Just before the church and Village Hall as the 
road swings left, the house Preswylfa, next to 

the churchyard wall, appears to have been built 
over the pathway to Ffynnon Cynfran shown on 
older OS maps. Access to the well is now 
difficult (it’s on private land), but photos have 
appeared on the web.  
 
We have now returned to our starting point at 
St. Cynfran's Church. 
 


