
Name: RoadWalks 1 and 1a 
Route: Dolwen Rd., Ffordd y Llan, Tan-y-graig Rd. 
Start and finish: Old Bus terminus 
OS Grid Ref: SH 892 768  
Parking: room for a few cars; do not obstruct the bus 
turning 
By bus: Arriva 14 or 15 
Distance: 3.2km (2 miles) 
Total ascent 65m (212 ft.) 
Time: 54 minutes 
Route 1a is very slightly longer with a little more 
ascent) 
Grade: Easy; few hills, but none particularly steep. 
Summary: A walk around the centre of the older part 
of the village. 
Risks: Few of the roads have pavements, though 
traffic generally light on these. 
Description 
From the bus shelter there are views south to 
Moelfre Uchaf (396m; 1299ft.) 

Facing the bus shelter head right, uphill on Dolwen Rd. 
(note that the Dolwen Rd. sign may be hidden in the 
hedge). 
The road bends round to the right at the top of the 
hill, passing a converted chapel on the right. This was 
the Llysfaen (Tabor) Baptist Chapel of 1884 which 

closed a few years ago and is being modified to a 
private dwelling. Tabor Chapel 
 
This section of the  walk is interesting in terms of 
the variety  of architectural styles seen; at first 
there are new houses and a bungalow on the left 
of contrasting styles, then a small new house 
which replaced the timber-built chalet of 
Gleneagles. Moving left round the bend we come 
to a series of older cottages. These show 
differing styles, some smaller with dormers, 
others larger. A pair of larger more modern 
rendered semis on the right (the last houses on 
the right until Gadlas Road) are followed on the 
left by a track down which you can see Victorian 
agricultural buildings, then next on the left a 
modern bungalow. Beyond this is Hill House, 
built of dressed stone, then smaller cottages. 
 
On the left, just beyond the right turn of 
Trawscoed Road, is the Bethel Welsh Calvinistic 
Methodist Chapel building (originally constructed 
1834, but much changed since), now converted 
into three dwellings. 

 
 The 1880 map shows no further houses until 
Pwll Cadarn, although the whitewashed cottage 
of Plas Llewelyn on the left just after Bethel, is on 
the 1898/1900 map.  
 
Next on the left is the secluded cul de sac of 
Dolwen Close with its modern houses, and then 
on the left is the Banana Pitch, requiring strong 
legs and lungs to play uphill in the second half. 



 

 
Passed the detached house of Erw Llewelyn on 
the left is the low lying straight section of road 
with farm animals in the paddock on the left 
largely hidden by high hedges. This dip can be 
significantly colder as you walk along it on winter 
evenings. 
 
Next on the left is the bowling green, behind the 
conifer hedge, then the old red-brick house of 
Pwll Cadarn (stronghold, or strong, powerful pit 
or pool; there is a well marked across the road on 
the 1880 map). 

 
 
 
On the right now, just before the first houses, is 
an old track (now a footpath) which led to Plas yn 
Llysfaen; the houses are the start of the Aucher 
Estate, developed from 1938, which continues 
down Gadlas Road on the right, into Glyndwr and 
Cynfran Roads. Aucher Estate 
 

 
The track to the bowling green, sports pitches 
and Banana Pitch are now on the left, just before 
the modern offices and builders yard of RL Davies 
builders. 

 
 Opposite this, and before the school are 
modern, very energy-efficient houses, built by 
RLD, then the school grounds. 
 
Continue uphill on Dolwen Road, passing the 
modern Ysgol Cynfran school on the 

 
 right and opposite it the fine seventeenth 
century farmhouse of Ty'n y Coed, built of 
dressed stone. 



 
Just past the vehicular entrance to the school on 
the right is a pushchair-friendly footpath (round 
the back of the school to Glyndwr Road) and 
beyond this, at the left hand bend in Dolwen 
Road, is the driveway left through to the old 
rectory, now the private dwelling Drws y 
Mynydd. 
 
There is no pavement here and the high stone 
garden walls of the Coach House make one feel a 
little exposed to traffic. 

 
 As the walls drop in height you can see grazing 
land on the right, with views north to Liverpool 
Bay windfarms and oil platforms. 
 
The first-developed offshore windfarms at North 
Hoyle (2003) and Rhyl Flats (2009) are now dwarfed 
by the 160 wind turbines of Gwynt y Mor, some 15km 
offshore. Electricity generated is transferred by four 
20km cables to the coast, then by 11km onshore 
cables to the substation at Bodelwyddan. 
 

The Liverpool Bay Oil and Gas Development Program 
is centred on the Douglas Platform, 24km offshore, 
sitting on top of the Douglas oil and gas field 
discovered in 1990. Llysfaen residents may have seen 
the flames and black smoke from the test flaring on 
the discovery well.  
This was the first offshore oil found west of the UK 
(although oil seeps had been known for decades near 
Formby in Lancashire, and Darcy Exploration 
discovered the Formby Oilfield in 1939; it shut down 
in 1965 having produced over 76 000 barrels). The 
giant Morecambe Bay gas field north of here – and 
occasionally visible from Mynydd Marian – was 
discovered in 1974. 
 
 The Douglas platform is the centre of operations and 
processes oil and gas from Douglas and Lennox fields, 
and gas from Hamilton, Hamilton North and Lennox. 
Oil is transferred via a 20km pipeline to an offshore 
storage installation before being loaded into tankers 
for distribution. Gas is part-processed  on Douglas, 
then transferred in a 34km pipeline to the Point of Ayr  
gas terminal. 
 
Through the gateway into the field you can also 
look back to see the old rectory; although there 
had been a rectory since 1749, it was rebuilt in 
1812 and again in 1848, this time by Rev. Edward 
Oldfield. 
 

 
At the corner of the field is the 1930 Village Hall 
Village hall designed by S. Colwyn Foulkes of 
Colwyn Bay as a Church Hall. 



 
On the other side of Dolwen Road the house on 
the corner is the former post office, (which is 
now  relocated to 40, Gadlas Road). The 
telephone call-box, referred to by Cadw, has 
since been removed, although a pillar box 
remains opposite. 
Across Bron y Llan Road is the old house of 
Henllys with cottages beyond. 
 
The little traffic island in the centre of the road 
boasts a holm oak tree (one of the few evergreen 
oak species) which replaced earlier trees.  

 
Within the tree-lined churchyard is St Cynfran’s 
Church with its old gravestones and war 
memorial. 
 
At the traffic island move straight ahead from 
Dolwen Road into Ffordd y Llan, whilst 
Pentregwyddel Road heads off downhill. 

Just past the churchyard, but before the first 
house on the right there is a small garage-type 
building. 

 
This is where the old horse-drawn hearse used to be 
kept. 
On the opposite side of the road, behind a high wall, 
is the old primary school (built 1870-71, closed 1992 
when the new school opened), now converted to a 
house. Go past this and houses on the right to reach 
the entrance to the Semaphore Lodge (originally 
Lodge Farm) with its twin-roofed structure apparently 
mirroring that of the church. 
 

 
Carry on along Ffordd y Llan, taking care of traffic 
as there is no footpath. Once past the 
Semaphore, all the houses are on the left of the 
road; to the right, over the wall, are fields 
stretching down to the lip of the quarry.  
Most of the houses line the road, but higher up 
on the Marian are those of Mount Pleasant 
terrace and the old farm of Pant-y-cwrw (shown 
on the 1839 tithe map). Shortly after the track up 
to Pant-y-cwrw the road widens and there are 



footpaths on both sides (the seaward one is 
easier for pushchairs). 
 
Just before the road starts descending, there is a 
track on the left that goes over the shoulder of 
the Marian, through to Tan-y-graig Road; it is, 
however, rough in places and can become muddy 
in wet weather, so our route follows Ffordd-y-
Llan to just past the last house on the left, when 
one can turn sharply back left into Tan-y-graig 
Road. 
 
The road here is narrow, between high walls with 
no pavements, so beware of traffic. In fact there 
are no pavements along the road until you pass 
Mynydd Seion Chapel. 
Pass Bod Ryfedd Terrace on your left and a sad 
overgrown plot with a derelict house (a failed 
development opportunity – or nature reserve if 
you prefer). 
 
There are now some fine individual trees on the 
right, either side of the concrete track down to Ty 
Mawr, currently a small industrial estate. The 
original Ty Mawr is a sixteenth century gentry 
house that still retains some old features, but the 
site is perhaps better known now for the MASH 
brewery and pub. 
 
On the left of the road now are large new 
houses, then the track heading back across the 
Marian; on the right is an open field backed by 
mature woodland and the track up to the houses 
on Marian Ganol, largely hidden by the wood. 
 
These flat-lying fields separate the rocky scarps 
of Marian Ganol from Mynydd Marian; they lie 
on the line of the Llysfaen Fault, a significant 
geological feature. 
 
Older cottages continue on the left of the road; 
below the road on the right is the "camping field" 
of Ty Ucha, the somewhat derelict buildings of 
which can be seen down the farm track (and 
public footpath) Note the platform for milk 
churns by the footpath pole. 
Craigside Cottages are up a track on the left, and 
the steep tree-lined hill of Geulan Road 
descending to the right. 

RoadWalk 1 continues along Tan-y-graig Road, 
but first the alternative route (1a) is described: 
RoadWalk 1a 
Fork right down the steep Geulan Road flanked 
by sparse tall old trees and looking across further 
right to the old  (17th century) farm of Ty Uchaf. 

 
The bank on the left is covered with wild flowers 
in the spring; violets, celandines and orchids are 
common. Soon on the left is the extended and 
very modern cottage of Ty Gwyn (the original 
cottage is named on the 1880 map) with fields to 
either side dipping down to a low point with 
wooded bluffs behind.  

 
High banks and hedges limit the view, but it is 
possible to look right to see the renovated old 
cottage of Galchog, once an important farm (with 
several acres of fields owned by the Reverend 
Edward Oldfield – tithe map of 1839). Further to 
the right, hidden in the trees are the ruins of 
Galchog Bach as described in Joan Davies’ 
Chapels volume. 



 
  There is a well shown on old maps here, which 
is probably a spring from which the stream 
develops flowing down to join the more major 
stream which the parish boundary follows. 
 
At the low point in the road, on the left, are the 
Geulan Cottages, shown on the 1880 map. 
Another geological fault runs through the fields 
in the low ground, and here, where the 
limestone outcrops disappear, the bedrock is the 
Ffernant Formation red mudstones and 
sandstones (which is why the stream appears). 
 
The road bends sharp right around the bluff, 
passing behind Galchog, then climbs between 
the rocky bluffs (with a footpath signed down the 
track on the right. In the spring there is an 
overpowering smell of wild garlic from the 
hedgerow. 
 
As the gradient eases there is a new house on 
the right at the corner of the unsurfaced track 
that heads for Pebi, and a sign for the North 
Wales Path which you now follow along Bwlch y 
Gwynt Road. 
 
Follow Bwlch y Gwynt Road round to the left, 
climbing steeply, with older houses on each side 
and the rocky bryn up on the left. At the top of 
the rise, past the older houses are larger more 
modern houses which replace the demolished 
old Instabru Factory, which was in the building of 
the old Wesleyan Methodist chapel (shown on 
1880 map, it  was relocated to Mynydd Seion on 
Tan-y-graig Road in 1906. 

Past the new houses the road dips with a very 
substantial drystone wall on the right with huge 
stones forming the basal layer. 

 
The road dips to join Dolwen Road as it bends 
and heads steeply downhill to Bryn Morfydd. 
 At the right hand corner, below the wall is a 
small abandoned quarry containing the sixteenth 
century farmhouse of Bryniau Cochion. It has 
been suggested that the “red” reference is to 
blood and refers to an ancient battle site in the 
fields below. It is more likely that it is based on 
the red colour of the rocks exposed at the bottom 
of the quarry face (the Ffernant Formation or 
“Basement Beds” which lie under the 
Carboniferous Limestone). The red rocks can 
locally be seen in some of the older houses. 
 
Fork left on the higher road (still Bwlch y Gwynt) 
past houses on the left to join Dolwen Road, then 
passing Bryn Gwylan Terrace on the left and the 
Terminus Field on the right, to return to the old 
terminus. 
 
Route 1 description continued 
Up on the left the quarried faces become 
increasingly apparent, but there is no trace of the 
limekilns shown on the 1880 map. 
 The track down on the right to the old cottage of 
Ty Gwyn is opposite the access to the Castle Inn 
Quarry car park and here the cliffs show their 
maximum development. The crag is popular with 
climbers. 



 
There is also access to the nature reserve from  
here. 
On the right is Glyndwr Terrace then several 
further cottages with steeply sloping fields. 
Below the Old Castle Inn (thought to be well over 
three hundred years old) is a bus stop, although 
this has not been operational for many years (so 
do not wait for a bus to come any time soon). 
 
Pass several further cottages on the left and right 
and as the crags diminish in height you came to 
the left fork up Bron y llan Road and the sharp 
right hand bend in Tan-y-graig Road. There are 
several houses here at the corner. Descend the 
hill with fields to left and right; the lowest part of 
the road is often a cold-trap in the winter (which 
you only notice when walking). It also 
corresponds roughly to the east-west faults 
which align along this lower ground.  
Ahead on the left is the striking 1906 Mynydd 
Seion chapel, now developed into housing. 

 
Just past the chapel, beyond the beech hedge, is 
the now-modernised old farm of Bron Felen; at 
the end of the hedge on top of the wall by the 
farm gate is the old platform where milk churns 
were placed for collection. The name Bron Felen 
(yellow hill) refers to the gorse which used to 
cover the little bryn here and that was used to 
fire the oven in the stand-alone bakehouse to the 
right of the access driveway. 
 
The tree at the gate is a wych elm, now showing 
its venerable age (approx 150 years), Wych elms 
are hardier than English elms, but were still 
ravaged by Dutch Elm disease which largely 
destroyed the English elms in the 1960s to 1980s 
– and is still prevalent today in succeeding 
generations. 

 
On the other side of the road is the cottage of 
Plas Minffordd, built on the site of a smithy; look 
closely at the garden wall and you can see the 
old access point. Beyond the track on the right 
(Ffordd Plas Minffordd) just past the cottage the 
"wishing well" feature is a relic from the time of 
the Hwylfa Ddafydd restaurant, holiday cottages 
and riding centre, based on the old farm of Hwlfa 
Ddafydd. 
The pavement narrows and disappears as you 
pass along blackthorn scrub on the left and a tall 
hedge to reach the next building on the left, the 
former offices of DJ Construction/Jennings Plant 
Services which  was originally the cottage and old 
inn of Bod Hyfryd (which ceased trading in the 
1930s). The yard is earmarked for housing 
development. 



 
Tan-y-graig Road officially forks off to the left just 
past the yard. The house in the fork is the former 
Junction Stores . Bear right, downhill to reach the 
terminus. 

 
 


