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Name: Llysfaen West 
Route: Dolwen Road, Bwlch y Gwynt Road, 
Coed Mawr, Golf course, Ty Mawr, Mynydd 
Marian, Tan y Graig Rd. 
Start and finish: Old Bus terminus 
OS Grid Ref: SH 892 768  

Parking: room for a few cars; do not obstruct 
the bus turning 
By bus: Arriva 14 or 15 
Distance: 5km (3.1miles) 
Total ascent 183m (600 ft.) 
Time: 1 hour 33 minutes 
Terrain: public footpaths in open country, field 
paths, woods, minor roads. 
Grade: Moderate; some steep ascents. Mainly 
kissing gates with rare stiles and ladder stiles. 
Rarely muddy, some paths stony. 
Summary: A walk in quiet open country and 
through deciduous woods, later with fine 
views out to sea, to the Clwydian Hills and 
Carneddau Mountains. 
 
Description 

With your back to the bus shelter, head right 

across the turning circle onto Dolwen Road. 

As the road dips steeply and swings left head 

across the junction (there is a signpost for 

Dolwen, left and North Wales Path, straight  

 

on), go steeply uphill with a substantial 

drystone wall on the left. Below the wall is a 

small abandoned quarry containing the house 

Bryniau Cochion. It has been suggested that 

the “red” reference is to blood and refers to an 

ancient battle site in the fields below. It is 

more likely that it is based on the red colour of 

the rocks exposed at the bottom of the quarry 

face (The Ffernant Formation or “Basement 

Beds” which lie under the Carboniferous 

Limestone). 

As the road levels out you have views off to 

the southwest, over the fields to the 

Carneddau Peaks beyond. Follow the road as 

it bends round to the right, then immediately 

turn sharp  

 

left down the unsurfaced road of The Lane 

with a footpath sign for the North Wales Path.  

Pass between the wooden gateposts on the 

track to Pebi, where the now-surfaced track 

heads downhill, with the 17th Century 

farmstead of Pebi off to the left.

 

Do not go through the farm gate to Pebi, but 

rather through the kissing gate to the right 

with a footpath sign for Peulwys Lane 7/8 mile 

by an outbuilding. 

Head along the grass by the outbuilding and 

then steeply downhill onto a stony track, 

using the kissing gate if the farm gate is shut. 

There are woods to the right with a stream in 

the bottom, and limestone outcrops on the 

left. 
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As the track bends left around the wooded 

bryn, follow the marker post in the field on 

the right, heading down the field to a kissing 

gate. Follow the now enclosed path over a 

stone slab bridge to a kissing gate and into the 

wood. The slabs of reddish stone in the path – 

some showing a rippled surface - here are 

from the Lower Carboniferous Ffernant 

Formation (formerly known as Basement 

Beds) which sits on top of the basement 

Silurian and represents the incursion of seas 

onto the eroded land surface, before 

deposition of the Carboniferous Limestone. 

 

Head steeply up over bare or leaf-covered  

reddish earth and through gorse to reach an 

open field by a footpath sign. 

 

 Head slightly downhill across the field on a 

well-used path to a gap in the hedge beyond, 

aiming in the direction of the Brooklands 

housing estate with the Colwyn Heights 

houses visible on the top of the hill. The path 

can be wet in the middle of the field. 

Jays are often heard in the woods, whilst in 

the open fields buzzards are often seen 

soaring on the thermals. 

At the far side of the field follow the often 

muddy path through gorse and brambles into 

the wood. It twists and turns, but keeps fairly 

level through the trees. 

 

Exit the wood through a kissing gate into an 

open sloping field and follow the well-trodden 

path across to a kissing gate at the edge of 

Coed Mawr (Big Wood). 
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The path is liable to be muddy just before the 

wood. Initially bear left, then swing back right, 

sometimes across a seasonal stream, to a 

more marked path that descends through the 

wood.  

 

Fallen trees may partly block the path from 

time to time. At the next marker post bear 

left, downhill with fields now visible to the 

left.  Emerge from the wood with a finger post 

pointing the way ahead across the field.  

 

The well-worn path is level at first, then 

climbs as it curves round to the right. At the 

top of the rise the path is wetter, but go 

ahead aiming for the gap in the trees at the 

edge of the field. High up across the stream to 

the left is Bryn Rodyn Farm. The path 

descends to a narrow strip of woodland 

where a kissing gate and narrow wooden 

bridge give access to the next field. 

 

The trodden path (mostly by sheep) bears first 

left, then uphill as it curves right. As you climb 

you can see signs of the golf course to left and 

right. Head for an isolated tree at the top of 

the field with a footpath post visible just to 

the right. 

 

 There are now views to Bryn Euryn, Rhos on 

Sea and the Little Orme. Go through the 

kissing gate into the stony farm track, turning 

right uphill through a farm gate. 
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 Follow the track uphill between hedges with 

a gorse-covered slope ahead.  

At the top of the first steep bit, the track 

bends sharply left, but just before there are 

gates left and right giving access to the golf 

course. At the bend you enter the parish of 

Llysfaen. 

 

With a trimmed gorse hedge on the left and a 

high wall of gorse on the right, the track 

climbs, now with slatey bedrock in the base of 

the track. Follow the track as it bends sharply 

right and steepens with a gorse-covered bank 

and exposed slatey bedrock on the left. In earl 

summer foxgloves line the track. 

 

At the top of the steep section there are views 

across the red soils of the field ahead to the 

limestone cliffs of Marian Bach. 

The track now bends left below an outcrop of 
Silurian slate. 
 

 
 
 There are fine views here back down to 
Colwyn Bay, Rhos on Sea and beyond. The 
path now heads to the edge of the field, 
bending right to follow the hedge uphill. There 
are now views of the offshore windfarms and 
the pine trees in the garden of Marian Bach. 

 
 



Llysfaen Walks – Llysfaen West 
 

5 
 

 
 
At the top of the second field pass through the 
kissing gate at a path junction. Head straight 
across the farm track, taking a hidden path 
rightwards along a tunnel of trees behind a 
hedge, rather than the open field beyond the 
farm gate on the right. 

 
 
Bedded limestone forms the bank on the left, 
but the reddish-purple colour of the soils 
below indicates this is the base of the 
Carboniferous Limestone where it overlies the 
Ffernant Formation sandstones and 
mudstones (the old Basement Beds) which 
form the fields sloping down to the right. 
 
Follow the “tunnel” carefully looking out for 
loose stones underfoot and hanging brambles, 
and blackthorn shrubs. Go straight across at 
the metal-bar stile and follow the drystone 
wall on the left, - these will become a familiar 
site for the rest of the walk - keeping it on 
your left with open sea views beyond the 
housing estate. 

 
Once over the ladder stile pass behind and 
round two warehouse-type buildings,  

 
emerging into a small industrial estate with 
the Conwy Brewery and its MASH Micropub 
on the right. 

 
 
Go through the concrete yard (the old house 
ahead on the right is Ty Mawr (big house), a 
Grade 2 listed 17th century farmhouse) and 
bear left down a concrete  

https://www.bgs.ac.uk/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?pub=FANT
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/35461/details/ty-mawr-ty-mawr
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drive between ruined buildings, then turning 
sharp right up through a small wood. At the 
concrete drive turn left and at the end of this, 

 
turn right on the road (Tan-y-Graig). 

 
In 50m go sharply left steeply up a short 
tarmac drive, and left along a stony track. 
In 50m turn right uphill between large 
quarried blocks onto the nature reserve 
(information board) of Mynydd Marian 
(gravelly mountain). 
This is a 14.2 hectare (35 acre) SSSI designated 
for its limestone grassland (and flowers 
including hoary rock rose, spring cinquefoil as 
well as orchids of various species, cowslips, 
harebells,  and wild thyme) and population of 
the dwarf race of the silver studded blue 
butterfly which had been introduced into the 

Dulas Valley to the east and subsequently 
migrated here. 
 

 
The route follows as close as possible to the 
crest of the hill with extensive views in all 
directions. The hills of Snowdonia, the Great 
Orme, the Clwydian Range, Isle of Man, Lake 
District and – on a clear day – Blackpool Tower 
are all visible as well as the offshore 
windfarms and oil/gas platforms. As the slope 
eases, head to the right of a trig point (208m, 
682 ft., one metre higher than the Great 
Orme, inaccessible behind steel railings) and 
pass along the top of an old quarry, now a 
well-used climbing crag (Castle Inn Quarry 
though the inn has been converted to 
housing). 
 

 
A useful panoramic painting is by the fence at 
the top of the crags. Several seats allow restful 
appreciation of the views. 

https://naturalresources.wales/media/663501/SSSI_1416_Citation_EN001f53e.pdf
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On the top of the hill are two covered 
reservoirs (one defunct, one supplying the 
village with water from lakes in the Carneddau 
Mountains) and the Grade II listed Telegraph 
House, part of the chain of semaphore 
signalling stations built in 1841, later 
converted to telegraph use, which relayed 
messages from Anglesey to Liverpool Docks. 
 

 
Pass to the right of Telegraph House on the 

most obvious grassy path. A narrower path 

forks left towards the wall surrounding 

Telegraph House (there is a seat just around 

the wall corner), but continue straight, slightly 

downhill and towards – not joining – the stony 

track on the left. 

 

 As you approach scrub take the path swinging 

off right, then turning right across a little dip. 

Head steeply downhill, ignoring cross-paths, 

and just before the walled enclosure of a 

house on the left (usually with the Welsh flag 

proudly flying) descend a steep rocky section 

 

to the road. Here turn left, then right, around 

the grass triangle to join Tan-y-Graig Road 

opposite a terrace of stone cottages. Turn left 

heading between fields to pass a converted 

chapel (Mynydd Seion Wesleyan Chapel was  

 

founded in 1804, but was rebuilt around 1900 

and has since been converted into three 

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/23386/details/llysfaen-telegraph-station-old-telegraph-house-colwyn-bay
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/23386/details/llysfaen-telegraph-station-old-telegraph-house-colwyn-bay
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domestic dwellings) and follow the road, 

passing Jennings Plant Services (earmarked 

for residential development) on the left. Tan-

y-Graig Road originally forked left here, but 

now continues past the former Junction  

 

Stores to the old bus terminus and the end of 

the walk. 

 


