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Name: Llysfaen Wild West 
Route: Tan y Graig Road, paths to Geulan Rd., 
Tan y Graig Rd., Ty Uchaf Farm, Marian Bach, 
Peulwys Lane, Ty Mawr, return via Tan y Graig 
Rd. or Mynydd Marian 
Start and finish: Old Bus terminus 
OS Grid Ref: SH 892 768  

Parking: room for a few cars; do not obstruct 
the bus turning 
By bus: Arriva 14 or 15 
Distance: 4.4km (2.8miles) 
Total ascent 165m (542 ft.) 
Time: 1 hour 22 minutes 
Actual time will be longer, depending on how 
overgrown the paths are. 
Terrain: public footpaths-often rough and 
overgrown- in open country, field paths, 
woods, minor roads. 
Grade: Moderate; some steep ascents. Mainly 
kissing gates with rare stiles and ladder stiles. 
Some paths rough, uneven, overgrown, stony. 
Summary: A walk in quiet open country and 
through broadleaf woods, later with fine 
views out to sea, to the Clwydian Hills and 
Carneddau Mountains. 
 
Description 

With your back to the bus shelter, turn right 

up Tan-y-Graig Road, going past Jennings 

Plant Services at Bod Hyfryd on the right (or, 

possibly, a new housing development). Turn 

left up the next track with the “wishing well” 

on the left corner and a bungalow (Plas 

Minffordd) on the right. 

 

Turn right through the farm gate (footpath 

marker left of the gate) heading for Hwylfa 

Ddafydd, but just before you get to the house 

gate turn right over the stile and head down 

enclosed sheep-grazed turf (with abundant 

nettles) to a ladder stile next to a farm gate 

with the cliffs of the Marian up ahead. 

 

 Turn left over the stile and head along the 

track at the bottom of the sloping field. About 

10 yards before the gate across the track 

 

 climb steeply up the bank through small crags 

on the left (footpath marker) and awkwardly 

over the stile (mind your head on the stile!). 

 

Turn right and follow the fence along the top 

of the crags to pass a concrete-walled yard on 

the left to reach a stile into a farmyard. The 

footpath pole points half left to a stile, but 

this is awkward (passing through a dung heap) 

and it is easier to head straight down through 

a small wooden gate towards a small metal 
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 gate (that leads into a field). Before reaching 

it, turn left and head across rough ground 

aiming for a stile into a wood. Traverse along 

just above the base of the slope, across a stile 

into a small field, with scrub on the right. 

 

 Cross the stile that is just right of a farm gate 

then in a few yards over a more awkward stile 

and steeply down to arrive on Geulan Road 

just by Geulan Cottages.  

 

Turn right and climb steeply up Geulan Hill to 

reach Tan-y-Graig Road. Turn left, but in a few 

yards – before the cottage on the right- turn 

back sharp left through the metal gates of Ty 

Uchaf Farm with Moelfre Uchaf on the 

horizon. 

 

Go steeply down the track, passing between 

outbuildings on the left and the distressed 

house on the right. Head through the farm 

gate, along the grassy farm track, and bear 

right across a rough grassy patch and up steps 

to a small metal gate by a ruined building. 
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 Turn left along a narrow path, keeping 

roughly level, bounded by a stone wall on the 

left with the wooded crags (with 21 climbing 

routes) of Marian Bach up on the right.  

 

 

The path is particularly overgrown at first, but 

becomes easier when it wanders through the 

wood where the beaten path is clear. 

 

After a ladder stile over a wall, the path 

becomes overgrown again and may be 

difficult to follow through gorse, bracken and 

briars, with tree roots and stumps underfoot. 

 

 

 It eventually emerges steeply down onto a 

farm track by a tumbledown tree. Turn right 

and follow the farm track, climbing over a 

stile, with crags still on the right and a bluebell 

wood below on the left. 
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At a path crossroads climb over or bypass the 

small steel bar stile and head down an 

enclosed track through a small wood. Beware 

of brambles, briars and blackthorn above and 

to the sides and loose rocks underfoot. 

 

 As the path emerges onto a farm track by a 

field entrance on the left, turn right and head 

along the track.  

Bedded limestone forms the bank on the right, 
but the reddish-purple colour of the soils 
below indicates this is the base of the 
Carboniferous Limestone where it overlies the 
Ffernant Formation sandstones and 
mudstones (the old Basement Beds) which 
form the fields sloping down to the left. 
 

 Continue through more sparse woods with 

the garden and house of Marianbach on the 

left and open woods to the right. 

 

Climb the stile and descend the steps to arrive 

on Peulwys Lane. There are views down left to 

Rhos on Sea and the Little Orme (past the 

mast). 

 

 Turn right and follow the hedge-lined road (it 

is one-way with vehicles approaching from 

behind) to the housing estate.  

 

https://www.bgs.ac.uk/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?pub=FANT
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As the main estate road swings left, with open 

fields on the right, pass a green bench and 

head slightly right by the Nature Trail notice 

board. 

Before the first houses on the left, climb a 

four-bar wooden stile in the hedge on the 

right into the field and head half-left, aiming 

for the large tree. 

 

The buildings of Ty Mawr can be seen half-

right across the field. 

A small depression marked by large limestone 

blocks just left of the tree seem to be the site 

of an old well marked on the OS map. 

Now head just left of a half-hedge which 

comes down from the right, aiming just to the 

left of the Ty Mawr buildings, to the far corner 

of the field and a somewhat overgrown ladder 

stile in hedge. 

 

Climb the stile and cross the track to ascend 
an overgrown path through nettles and briars 
to reach the concrete drive coming from Ty 
Mawr (and the Mash Pub). 
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Turn left, then follow the drive to reach Tan-y-
Graig Road. 
 
 
From here you can turn right and follow the 
road back to the old terminus (passing the 
former Castle Inn below the cliffs of the 
quarry, (and an incongruous bus stop on the 
road) or a slightly longer route over the 
Marian. 
 

 
If going via the Marian, in 50m turn sharply 
left steeply up a short tarmac drive, and left 
along a stony track. 
In 50m turn right uphill between large 
quarried blocks onto the nature reserve 
(information board) of Mynydd Marian 
(gravelly mountain). 

 
This is a 14.2 hectare (35 acre) SSSI designated 
for its limestone grassland (and flowers 
including hoary rock rose, spring cinquefoil as 
well as orchids of various species, cowslips, 
harebells,  and wild thyme) and population of 
the dwarf race of the silver studded blue 
butterfly which had been introduced into the 
Dulas Valley to the east and subsequently 
migrated here. 
 

 
The route follows as close as possible to the 
crest of the hill with extensive views in all 
directions. The hills of Snowdonia, the Great 
Orme, the Clwydian Range, Isle of Man, Lake 
District and – on a clear day – Blackpool Tower 
are all visible as well as the offshore 
windfarms and oil/gas platforms. As the slope 
eases, head to the right of a trig point (208m, 
682 ft., one metre higher than the Great 
Orme, inaccessible behind steel railings) and 
pass along the top of an old quarry, now a 
well-used climbing crag (Castle Inn Quarry 
though the inn has been converted to 
housing). 
 

 
A useful panoramic painting is by the fence at 
the top of the crags. Several seats allow restful 
appreciation of the views. 

https://naturalresources.wales/media/663501/SSSI_1416_Citation_EN001f53e.pdf
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On the top of the hill are two covered 
reservoirs (one defunct, one supplying the 
village with water from lakes in the Carneddau 
Mountains) and the Grade II listed Telegraph 
House, part of the chain of semaphore 
signalling stations built in 1841, later 
converted to telegraph use, which relayed 
messages from Anglesey to Liverpool Docks. 
 

 
Pass to the right of Telegraph House on the 

most obvious grassy path. A narrower path 

forks left towards the wall surrounding 

Telegraph House (there is a seat just around 

the wall corner), but continue straight, slightly 

downhill and towards – not joining – the stony 

track on the left. 

 

 As you approach scrub take the path swinging 

off right, then turning right across a little dip. 

Head steeply downhill, ignoring cross-paths, 

and just before the walled enclosure of a 

house on the left (usually with the Welsh flag 

proudly flying) descend a steep rocky section 

 

to the road. Here turn left, then right, around 

the grass triangle to join Tan-y-Graig Road 

opposite a terrace of stone cottages. Turn left 

heading between fields to pass a converted 

chapel (Mynydd Seion Wesleyan Chapel was  

 

founded in 1804, but was rebuilt around 1900 

and has since been converted into three 

https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/23386/details/llysfaen-telegraph-station-old-telegraph-house-colwyn-bay
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/23386/details/llysfaen-telegraph-station-old-telegraph-house-colwyn-bay
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domestic dwellings) and follow the road, 

passing Jennings Plant Services (earmarked 

for residential development) on the left. Tan-

y-Graig Road originally forked left here, but 

now continues past the former Junction  

 

Stores to the old bus terminus and the end of 

the walk. 

 


