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Name: Llysfaen Southeast 
Route: Bryn Defaid, Pentre Du, Plas yn Llysfaen and 
Trawscoed Road 
Start and finish: Old Bus terminus 
OS Grid Ref: SH 892 768  
Parking: room for a few cars; do not obstruct the 
bus turning 
By bus: Arriva 14 or 15 
Distance: 3.5km (2.2miles) 
Total ascent 86m (283 ft.) 
Time: 1 hour 
Terrain: public footpaths in open country, field 
paths, minor roads. 
Grade: Easy; few slopes, but none steep. Few stiles 
including ladder stiles; kissing gates. Rarely muddy, 
some paths stony. 
Summary: A walk in quiet open country with fine 
views over the Dolwen Valley and distant views of 
the Clwydian Hills and Carneddau Mountains. 
 
Description 
From the bus shelter there are views south to 
Moelfre Uchaf (396m; 1299ft.) 

 
Facing the bus shelter head right, uphill on Dolwen 
Rd. (note that the Dolwen Rd. sign may be hidden in 

the hedge). 

The road bends round to the right at the top of the 
hill, passing a converted chapel on the right. This 
was the Llysfaen (Tabor) Baptist Chapel of 1884 
which closed a few years ago and is being modified 
to a private dwelling. 
Where the road swings left, head straight on to a 
gravel track with a grass patch on the left. 
 

 
Follow the stony track, swinging right with houses 
on the left and a field on the right. Go downhill, past 

Bryn Celyn on the left, and go through the kissing 
gate on the left (with North Wales Path marker). 
 
 
The path is grassy (with stones to trip you up!) and 
climbs slightly. There is a drystone wall on the left 
and extensive views right over the Dolwen Valley. 
 
At the bottom of the field there are steep cliffs, so 
do not stray. Sheep may be in the field. 
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Looking ahead, the fine pyramidal peak is Moelfre 
Isaf (317m; 1040ft.) which has wonderful views over 

the Elwy Valley (a fine climb for some other day). 
 

Where the stone wall turns sharp left, and the 
Clwydian Hills can be seen on the horizon, follow 
the wall, bending left, to a kissing gate. Pass 
through this and turn right down the farm track 
(the sign “Ty Canol Private” refers to vehicular 

access; this is a public footpath). 
 

Follow the farm track, going through a kissing gate 
on the right just before Ty Canol. You re-join the 
field, turn left and follow the wall on your left, 

soon with the holiday lodges of Bryn Defaid over 
the wall. 

Go through another kissing gate and briefly 
downhill to a footpath signpost with more lodges 
ahead. 

 
Turn left up the gravelly path to reach the tarmac 
drive. 
 
Follow the drive uphill, through a further gate, to 
reach Trawscoed Road. 
Turn left, uphill, on the road and in 25 metres, 
where the road bends slightly left, turn back right 
very sharply on the farm track to Pentre Du. 
Past the end of the conifer hedge turn sharp right 
on the road then fork left on the farm track to 
Pentre Du. 

 
Go through a farm gate and into the farm yard. 

 
Pass between the house and outbuildings. 
 

Go through a steel farm gate and across the open 
area (with red barn on the left) to join a wide path 
with drystone wall on the left and limestone 
outcrop on the right. 



Llysfaen Walks – Llysfaen Southeast 
 

3 

 

 
 

 
Follow this enclosed path to a ladder stile. 
 

 Over the stile turn left, slightly uphill, with 
scattered hawthorn and gorse bushes, bearing left 
over a tumbledown wall to reach an open field 
covered in bracken. 

 
Follow the clear path uphill to meet security 
fencing around the old quarry/tip. 
 

 
 

 
Go through the old steel kissing gate, uphill through 
gorse and into open pasture. At the top of the slope 
there are views south to the Carneddau Mountains. 

 
The path swings down and right, still with the 
security fence on the right, and now with views 
ahead to Mynydd Marian with Telegraph House 
visible. 
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Follow down through gorse and bracken to 
another kissing gate. 
 

 
Now follow the enclosed wooded path around the 
edge of fields until you emerge at the gateway to 
Plas Farm (with a fine horse chestnut tree on the 
left) with the houses of Rhoddfa Wen visible across 
the field to the right. 
 

Where the path joins the drive to Plas Farm go past 
the agricultural building on the left and over the stile 
into the field. 

 

Go uphill, with a drystone wall on the left, then go 
downhill, with an old quarry hidden in trees to the 
right, over a stile at the bottom, to a path junction. 

Turn left through a kissing gate. 
 

 
Follow the path between fences, with fine old 
trees on the left and, shortly, the buildings of 
Trawscoed Farm on the right. 
 
Go through three kissing gates, the first old, the 
others new, to arrive in an open area with 

outbuildings to the left. 
These belong to Rangemore and are used by 
scouts, particularly from Ukraine, in the summer. 
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Follow the farm track on the right through another 
kissing gate and over a stile to join Trawscoed 

Road. 
 

Turn right and you’ll see the house sign 
Rangemore with the name repeated in Cyrillic 
script. 

 
Walk down the road, with Trawscoed Farm off to 
the right. 

 
(To the left the lane and public footpath join with 
the Bryn Defaid footpath near the entrance to Ty 
Canol.) 
 
Nearing the end of Trawscoed Road you see the 
houses on Dolwen Road ahead. 
 

 
Turn left on Dolwen Road and shortly pass the 
turn left to Bryn Defaid (where you went earlier in 
the walk) with views ahead to the Carneddau 
peaks. You now follow the outward route back 
downhill, past the chapel on the left, to the bus 
shelter and the end of the walk. 

 


